To Your Health

TheArt Sudio asLaboratory

Hazardous chemical sand other toxic mate-
rialsare commonplacein theart studio and
darkroom. The health hazards which exist
aresimilar to thosefound in chemistry and
biology laboratories. The saf ety equipment
needed and the preventive and curative
maintenance programsfollowed in al the
above laboratories, have much in common.
In effect, thevisual artsarelaboratory
sciences, albeit the most creative.

In disciplines such as painting, design,
photography, printmaking, ceramics, metal -
working, and wood working, hazardous
chemicalsare used such as:

» Flammable solvents, markers, paintsand
paint removers.

» Corrosive acids and bases.

» Toxic solvents, vaporsand dusts.

The OSHA Hazard Communication Stan-
dard (HCS) was employed by management
toinformall staff memberswho are ex-
posed to chemical hazardsin their work-
place about the chemicalsthey are using
and about the risksthey face. Proper chemi-
cal labeling and knowledge of, and access
to, material safety data sheets (MSDS) are
centerpieces of thistraining program.

On January 31, 1990 OSHA adopted the

L aboratory Standard, 29 CFR 1910,1450,
which requiresemployersto strengthen
safety and health programs covering labora-
tory personnel. It definesalaboratory asa
facility whererelatively small quantities of
hazardous chemicals are used on anon-
productive basis. Thereforeits contents
apply to art studios and darkrooms aswel
asinother laboratories.

The provisions of the HCS have been
Incorporated into the Laboratory Standard
(for laboratory staff), which also requires
that a Chemical Hygiene Plan (CHP) be
generated and implementation by manage-
ment. Some requirements of the CHP are:

a) Describe proceduresto befollowed
during routine handling, storageand
disposal of chemicals, aswell asthose
required inthe event of fire, spill, ex-
plosion or medical emergency.

b) Explain how protective measuresare
taken— how fume hoods, ventilation
systems, safety showers, eyewash
stations, explosions-proof spray booths
and refrigerators, and fire extinguishers
function and are maintained properly.

c) Describe how gloves, goggles, respira-
torsand other safety and health equip-
ment will be made availableto employ-
€es.

Art SudiosNeed tobelncluded
in the Chemical Hygiene Plan.

Even acursory examination of any ac-
ceptable generic chemical hygiene plan
makesit obviousthat art [aboratories and
darkrooms should beincluded. Art depart-
ment personnel, dueto the nature of their
work, and the material sthat they use,
requirethetype of training and safety
maintenance programsinherent inthe
plan.

Ezra Seltzer
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